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FANUC Robotics Announces  
Des Moines Area Community College Completes  
Robot Training Certification Program    For Immediate Release  
   
ROCHESTER HILLS, Mich., Oct. 13, 2008 – FANUC Robotics America, Inc.  
announced today that Rick E. Wagner, professor of electronics at Des Moines 
Area Community College (DMACC) has successfully completed Certified 
Education Robot Training (CERT) requirements.  DMACC is the first school in 
the country to complete the CERT program. 
 
It took just six months for Wagner to complete the certification requirements, 
which included online classes, hands on training and advanced exams. “The 
CERT training was great,” said Wagner.  “FANUC Robotics obviously put a lot of 
time and effort into creating the online content.  The robot training cart, 
ROBOGUIDE robot cell simulation, and web-based training will be used in our 
Robotics and Flexible Manufacturing Systems classes.  I plan to use this training 
to motivate students to learn applied mathematics.” 
 
The FANUC Robotics CERT program is available to qualified high schools, 
community colleges and universities.  The program certifies instructors at 
educational institutions to train their students to program FANUC robots. 
 
To accompany the CERT program, DMACC purchased the new innovative 
educational tooling package that includes an industrial robot, integrated vision 
system, programmable logic controller, and ROBOGUIDE simulation software.  
According to Wagner, the school will use the training cart for classroom 
demonstrations and student labs.   
 
“FANUC Robotics created the CERT program in response to the growing need 
for a qualified technical work force in manufacturing, “ said Peter Varbedian, 
senior staff specialist, FANUC Robotics. “With this package, students can learn 
fundamental through advanced engineering and manufacturing concepts while 
learning math and science.  They will work with the same robots, software and 
applications that are used in industry.” 
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The Fall 2008 semester is DMACC’s first implementation of the CERT program.  
“The students caught on surprisingly fast to the ROBOGUIDE simulation 
software, and I expect to have about 20 students using the robot this term,” said 
Wagner.  “Students will receive a certificate with the approved CERT logo when 
they complete the CERT program integrated into DMACC curriculum.  This will 
demonstrate to companies interested in hiring a student that they have 
completed a school program that includes FANUC Robotics approved training.” 
 
Wagner also plans to take the robot training cart to college recruiting events to 
encourage future technology students to attend DMACC.  
 
“We feel this is a very effective program for educational institutions to train 
today’s young people to be qualified for successful careers in tomorrow’s high-
tech manufacturing environment and it provides a flexible platform that can be 
directly integrated into the growing career technical education programs across 
the country” said Kevin Ostby, vice president, Customer Resource Center, 
FANUC Robotics. 
 
FANUC Robotics America, Inc. designs, engineers and manufactures industrial 
robots and robotic systems for a wide range of applications including arc and 
spot welding, material handling (machine tending, picking, packing, palletizing), 
material removal, assembly, paint finishing and dispensing. The company also 
provides application-specific software, controls, vision products, and complete 
support services.  After 26 years of success, FANUC Robotics maintains its 
position as the leading robotics company in the Americas.   A subsidiary of 
FANUC LTD in Japan, the company is headquartered in Detroit, and has facilities 
in Chicago; Los Angeles; Charlotte, N.C.; Cincinnati and Toledo, Ohio; Toronto; 
Montreal; Aguascalientes, Mexico; and Sao Paulo, Brazil.   Over 200,000 
FANUC robots are installed worldwide.  For more information about CERT 
Contact FANUC Robotics CERT10@fanucrobotics.com or by calling 1-800-iQ-
ROBOT, option 5. 
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DMACC offers two AAS programs that include industrial robot 
education.  The Robotics and Automation program prepares students for a 
career as a technician in industrial manufacturing.   The curriculum includes both 
the fundamental technologies and system applications. Upon program 
completion, students may seek employment with area manufacturers, 
maintaining plant equipment or with companies that produce process control or 
robotic devices. The Industrial Electro-Mechanical Technology program prepares 
students for a career as a maintenance technician in industrial manufacturing. At 
the completion of the program students should be able to troubleshoot and repair 
industrial equipment ranging from basic mechanical equipment and electrical 
motor controls to the more complex systems used in manufacturing 
environments.  For more information about these programs contact Rick 
Wagner at rewagner@dmacc.edu. 
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